
THE PROFESSIONALS BEHIND THE
AEP DESIGNATION

The AEP designation is sponsored by, and
available only from, the National Association
of Estate Planners and Councils (NAEPC), a
non-profit organization whose mission is to
promote excellence, professionalism, and the
team concept of estate planning among
credentialed professionals in the estate planning
industry.

The NAEPC is a national organization of
professional estate planners and affiliated estate
planning councils focused on establishing and
monitoring the highest professional and
educational standards. The NAEPC fosters
public awareness of quality services rendered
by professionals who meet these standards.
The NAEPC promotes the team concept of
estate planning, involving the skills of each of
the professional disciplines in order to better
serve the public's need for estate planning.

With roots dating back to Boston in 1931, the
NAEPC currently consists of more than 150
local councils and over 28,000 members
throughout the United States.

The primary goal of the NAEPC is to
encourage specialization programs through
recognition and acceptance of estate planning
as a specialty. To accomplish that goal, the
NAEPC established the AEP designation. This
designation is available to credentialed
individuals in each of the following
professions:

• Accounting (CPA)
• Insurance (CLU)

• Law (JD)
• Trust Services (CTFA)
• Financial Planning (ChFC/CFP)

The NAEPC has established the AEP
Committee, consisting of members of the
NAEPC Board of Directors who are
credentialed professionals from each of these
disciplines. They are responsible for
determining eligibility requirements for AEPs
and insuring that applicants continue to
maintain the necessary knowledge and skills
for ongoing AEP certification. The AEP
Committee's mission is to insure that your AEP
has the knowledge, skill, and experience
necessary to advise you with respect to all of
the complex estate and tax planning issues
applicable to your personal estate.

THE STRICT REQUIREMENTS FOR
BECOMING AN AEP

The AEP designation is a graduate level
accreditation in estate planning obtained in
addition to already recognized professional
credentials within the various disciplines of
estate planning. It is awarded by the NAEPC
to recognized estate planning professionals who
meet special requirements of education,
experience, knowledge, professional reputation,
and character.

The NAEPC has set high standards for
eligibility with respect to training and
comprehensive experience in estate planning:

* Licensing. An AEP must be licensed to
practice as an attorney, certified public
accountant, chartered life underwriter,
chartered financial consultant, certified
financial planner, or certified trust and financial
advisor.

* Estate Planning Activities. An AEP must be
presently and significantly engaged in estate
planning activities, including the accumulation,

preservation, and transfer of wealth through
proper planning.

* Experience. An AEP must either:
(I) Have a minimum of five years of
professional experience in estate planning
practices and have successfully completed two
graduate courses in estate planning from The
American College in Bryn Mawr, PA; or
(2) Have a minimum of fifteen years of
professional experience in estate planning
practices.

* Affiliation. An AEP must continuously
maintain membership in an affiliated local or
regional estate planning council, must remain
in good standing within his or her respective
professional organization(s) and licensees), and
must be highly recommended by three
unrelated, credentialed professionals.

* Commitment to Ethics. An AEP must sign a
declaration agreeing to continuously abide by
NAEPC's professional code of ethics.

* Dedication to the Team Concept. An AEP
must be committed to the team concept of
estate planning.

* Continuing Education. AEPs are required to
complete at least 30 credits of continuing
education in estate planning every two years
and certify this to the NAEPC. This
requirement insures that AEPs maintain a high
level of expertise and remain current with the
latest estate planning developments.

To ENSURE THAT YOUR FAMILY

AND ESTATE ARE PROTECTED,

INSIST ON AN ADVISOR WITH THE

AEP DESIGNATION.


